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EXTRACTS FROM THE PROCEEDINGS 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 


Janvary, 1862. 


WASHINGTON City, January 21, 1862. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met, this day, at 12 o’clock, M., in the new building erected by the 
Society, corner Pennsylvania avenue and 4} street. 

The President of the Society, Hon. J. H. B. Larrose, took the 
Chair, and the Rev. Jonn Macuean, D. D., opened the Meeting 
with Prayer. 

The Board proceeded to the appointment of a Secretary, and on 
motion of the Hon. D.8. Gregory, WILLIAM CopPrINncER, Esq., of Phil- 
adelphia, was appointed. 

The President appointed William V. Pettit, Esq., of Pennsylvania, 
Hon. Jamés W. Beekman, of New York, and Hon. G. W. Warren, 
of Massachusetts, a Committee on Credentials, who reported the fol- 
lowing named gentlemen as Delegates and Life Directors : 

Delegates. 


Maine.—Rev. Franklin Butler. 

Massachusetts—W m. Ropes, Esq.,* Hon. R. C. Winthrop,* Hon. 
Emory Washburn,* Hon. Ed. Dickinson,* Hon. Osmyn Baker, James 
C. Dunn, Esq., Wm. G. Means, Esq., Hon. G. Washington Warren, 


Rev. M. G. Pratt. 





* Absent. 
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Vermont.—Lewis H. Delano, Esq. 

Connecticut.—Hon. Samuel H. Huntington, Hon. Eben’r Flower,* 
Hon. T. W. Williams*, Rev. J. M. Willey*, Hezekiah Huntington, 
Esq. 

New York.—Hon. Dudley 8. Gregory, Hon. James W. Beekman, 
Rey. Cyrus Mason. 

Pennsylvania.—Wm. V. Pettit, Esq., Wm. Coppinger, Esq. 


Life Directors present. 

Rev. Joseph Tracy, D. D., Rev. John Oxeutt, Rev. J. B. Pinney, 
LL. D., Rev. W. McLain, D. D., Rev. R. R. Gurley, Rey. John 
Maciean, D. D., J. P. Crozer, Esq., Dr. James Hall, 

And Dr. H. Lindsly, Joseph H. Bradley, Esq., William Gunton, 
Esq., Rev. Dr. Samson, Hon. Peter Parker, and Hon. Samuel H. 
Huntington, members of the Executive Committee. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the last Meeting of 
the Board be dispensed with. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the Society presented and read 
the Annual Report; when, on motion of William V. Pettit, Esq., it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report be accepted, and that so much 
as relates to Finance, Auxiliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, and 
Emigration, be referred to the several Standing Committees, in charge 
of those subjects respectively. 

The Financial Secretary of the Society presented and read the 
annual statement of the Executive Committee of the Society. 

On motion of the Rev. J. B. Pinney, it was 

Resolved, That the Statement of the Executive Committee be 
referred to the Standing Committees, according to the topics con- 
tained in it respectively. 

The following named gentlemen were appointed, by the President, 
on the Standing Committees of the Board. 

Rev. John Maclean, D. D., 
Foreign Relations, - - - - -- Hon. James W. Beekman, 
( Rey. Cyrus Mason. 
Rey. Joseph Tracy, D. D., 
Finance, - - - - - - - ~-+ James C. Dunn, Esq., 
( William G. Means, Esq. 
John P. Crozer, Esq., 
Auziliary Societies,- - - - -4 Hon. G. Washington Warren, 
( Rev. John Orcutt. 
Rev. John B. Pinney, LL. D., 
Agencies, - - - - - - + +4 Rev. M. G. Pratt, 
( Hon. 8S. H. Huntington. 


* A bsent. 
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Hon. D. 8. Gregory, 
Aécounts, - - - - - + - +4 Hon. Lewis H. Delano, 

( Rev. John B. Pinney, LL. D., 

\ William V. Pettit, Esq, 
Emigration, - - - - - - -4 Hon. G. Washington Warren, 

( William Coppinger, Esq. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the Society read communications 
from Hon. Edward Everett, Boston, December 13, 1861, Hon. 
John P. Kennedy, Baltimore, January 5, 1862, and Hon. Judge 
Black, Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, and the Rey. Dr. Cummins, expressing 
regret at their inability to accept invitations to address the public meet- 
ing this evening, and their unfeigned best wishes for the success of the 
Society. 

The President read a letter addressed to him by Hon. R. C. Win- 
throp, Boston, January 19, 1862, regretting his inability to attend 
the present session of the Board as a Delegate from the Massachu- 
setts Colonization Society. 

The Rev. Franklin Butler stated, that Hon. William Nash, 
of Vermont, life director, was urfavoidably and to his regret, pre- 
ventéd from attending this Meeting. 


On motion of the Rev. Dr. Pinney, it was 


Resolved, That the Board do now adjourn until 10 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 


Adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 22, 1862. 

The Board met at 10 o’clock. The President of the Society took 
the Chair, and the meeting was opened with Prayer by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Society. 

The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and approved. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was 

Resolved, That the address delivered last evening before the 
Society, by its President, the Hon. Joun H. B. Larrose, be promptly 
issued in pamphlet form for gratuitous circulation. 

The Travelling Secretary of the Society presented and read his 
annual report; when, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and referred to the Stand- 
ing Committee on Agencies. 
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of Liberia, and will doubtless continue his.efforts until he returns to his 
adopted home’ as a Professor in the Liberian Colle re His interesting letter 
to Dr. Dunbar, on ** the relation nd duties of free red men tn America to 
Africa,”’ which he sent me from Africa, m 1 form, of which men- 
tion was ide at ir meeting | ce been printed a widely distri- 
buted It made pany et of over y paves, nearly three thousand copies 
of whi have been sent by ex id through the | Office to colored per- 
sons in the Nor nS : I ‘ icurred, for the printing and 
d:stribution, an s to t S160, t et v no call has been made on 
he Treasury of S y 

Through the influence of this document, ] e rsonal influence of its 
author, a spirit of emigration has been excits , the color yple which 
promises well for the future. Divers caus: V perated to redu he num- 
ber of expected emigrants to Lut la t ve . Inc nsequence of the 
f ire of our usual 5 , ex ition, some w induced to go to Hayti, 
others to become w er i the army, W h | detai 1 several families 
which otherwise w d obably have } in autumn. A dozen or more of 
the appli uw. in New Jersey, were prevented by kness. Nota few have 
bet ei to look for a speedy millennium ru i in this country, and are 
Waiting to rea toeir ce hdent exive . 

Fifty-four 1 ive embarked, as mwws: Onet 1 Boston, by the Justice 
Ss ry, August 10; f r fro New Y , by t Grey Flobund, December 28; 
seven by the bark Edward, which | New Y k on the 24th of April, and 
forty two on board the John H. Jones, which sailed from the port of New York 
the 7th of November. The twelve f -mentioned embarked under the im- 
mediate supervision, and by pecuniary aid received from the New York 
Society. ihese fifty-tour emig ts were gathered from eight different States, 


New Hampshire, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pehnsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, and Illinois, and they promise to be a valual le acquisition to 
the Repu wi . 

From present indications we may reasonably expect a large increase of 
applicants during the coming year. [t was recently stated by an intelligent 
colored Clergyman, who had just attended two Conventions of his ministerial 
brethren in the different States, that the growing sentiment of the colored peo- 
ple is, that there is no place for them in this country, either North or South, and 
that tley are lool eat African Col zation as a fact. This accords with 
what Mr. Crummell yeatedly said, in his letters to me on the subject. 
In his last letter of the 7th instant, from New Yor? he says, ** We organized 
an emigrating club last evening in this city with six members. We are to 
have a great meeting of colored citizens next week in one of the largest 
No doubt he speaks the truth. It must 
be so. ‘Africa and the American negro”’ presents to the mind of the Christian 
Philanthropist a subject of vast importance. Ex-President Day, of Yale College, 
remarked thirty years ago, ** The Colony of Liberia was planted in great wis- 
dom and forecast.’’ ‘The remork has lost none of its force. 

Yours respectfully, 


JOHN ORCUTT. 





Churches—prejudice is vanishing 


The Rev. FraANKtIN Burier, Agent of the Society for the 
States of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, presented and read 
his report, when, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and referred to the Stand- 
ing Committee on Agencies. 

The Report is as follows : 

Wiwynsor, Vr., Jan. 1, 1862. 

Rev. ayp Dear Sir: At the commencement of the year just closed the pros- 


pect of an increase of funds from Northern New England, was highly encour- 
aging. Obstacles were passing away; the public interest was quickened, and 
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donations were beginning to come from hands that had withheld. In several 
places visited soon after our | ist annivers ury the contributions were more than 
doubled. 

Rut hope then prevailed that the dark cloud which was arising upon our 
country might pass over our heads without pouring upon the land its dreadful 


conten 





Vain hope! Three months, and the tempest was beating upon us! 
At the first shock my energies were paralyzed, and I fe:t like hiding myself 
** until these calamities be overpast.’? Yet our noble friends of the clergy and 
laity of the town and the councry said ** go on;”’ and 1 went on, pursuing the 
method of the previous year, visiting as many places as 1 could, preaching on 
the Sabbath and soliciting in the week, making such use of pen and speech xs 
promised good to our cause. Cordiality and a commendable degree of liberality 
have for the most part marked the reception of appeals. The palpits are few 
to which access for Liberia 1s refused, and the people are not numerous who 
sharply oppose her. Indifference has been the greatest obstacle in her path. 
Rev John Orcutt, our efficient Travelling Secretary, has visited such places 
in my field as his numerous duties would permit, with great benefit to our cause. 
Rev. John K. Converse, the experienced Secretary of the Vermont Coloni- 
zation Society, has also done good service at Burlington and in several towns 
of that vicu ity. 
Our friends in Maine have suffered greatly from the condition of the country. 
The * abundance of the sea’ has not enriched them, as it has done in years 





past. War has seized their commerce, and called them and their sons to arms; 
yet they have resolutely put forth their hand for Liberia with a liberality that 
falls little short of that which has characterized them in better days. 

It was our good fortune to have the aid of Rev. Alexander Crummell, Pro- 
fessor elect of Liberia College, at the annual meeting of the Maine Colonization 
Society at Bath, in July. He made an instructive and forcible address, and in 
connection with the very able report of the Rev. John O. Fiske, Corresponding 
Secretary, he helped to make the anniversary truly memorable. 

Mr Crummell also addressed large and most respectable audiences at Bruns- 
wick and Portland, and awakened an interest which we cannot doubt will result 
in mach good. 

The colored man referred to in my last report as having been duped by an 
impostor that persuaded him to collect money with him in the eastern part of 
the State for going to Liberia ** on their own responsibility,”’ end who finally 
went to Hayti, has returned cured of his delusion, and content to await a better 
chance for improving his @ondition. 

Toe spirit evinced at the anniversary of the New Hampshire Colonization 
Society at Concord in June, is as promising fer the future as it was cheering in 
that dark month. The address of Mr. Crummell, combined with the fiuing 
words of the President, Rev. Dr. Burroughs—of the Delegate to the Parent 
Society, J. B. Walker, Esq , and of the Hon. N. G. Upham, and Mr. Orcutt, 
to render the occasion highly interesting and profitable. 

The young man alluded to last year as at school with reference to going to 
Liberia, embarked in the John H. Jones in November for Monrovia—the first 
emigrant from the Granite State, in whom we shall be greatly disappointed if 
he does not prove worthy of the place he occupies in the series of New Hamp- 
shire emigrants to the new Republic. It is hoped that he mav complete his 
studies at the college of Liberia. For his passage, &c_, several churches of the 
vicinity of his late residence (Greenfield) have liberally contributed, and others 
we doubt not will do likewise, Unfortunately for our receipts the time of 
solicitation in this State was chiefly that of the darkest months of this dark 

ear; and if New Hampshire fails of appearance at the meeting of the Parent 
Beciety the default must not be charged either to the want of energy or liberality 
in some of the best friends of which any good cause can glory. 

The annual meeting of the Vermont Colonization Society at Montpelier in 
October, though saddened by the absence and illness of the Presidsnt, Rev. 
John Wheeler, D. D., who has for many years brought distinguished ability 
to the deliberations of the Society, was made interesting by the report of the 
Secretary, and an eloquent address from Rev. Dr. Pinney, of New York. 
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Two of our early and most liberal friends in Vermont have deceased in the 
past year, Hon. E. A. Higley, of Castleton, and Hon. Samuel Clark, of West 
Brattleboro’, the latter of whom has left us a legacy of one thousand dollars, 
ccowning the liberality of his hfe with a noble act that survives his death, 

A colored impostor, under the cloak of zeal for inducing his brethren to go 
to Liberia, and with a long array of names of good men in Maine and New 
Hampshire for his commendation, made his appearance in Vermont last March, 
and induced some clergymen to afford him faciluies for lecturing, @c. At the 
last we heard of him he was in rapid flight, with a sister, to parts unknown 

Amid the fires of patriotism and the noise of marshalling forces among the 
Green Mountains, the voice of Liberia has not been disregarded. The ordinary 
receipts are little less than those of previous years, and our belief is, that what- 
ever may be the future for our country. our friends in Vermont will neither be 
weary nor faint in well doing for Africa, 

It is an encouraging fact that each of the State Societies in my field is a living 
organization, managed by men of thorough sympathy with our cause, of high 
repute and influence, and of known ehergy and ability. 

The rule adopted by the Directors at their last annual meeting concerning the 
African Repository meets with universal approbation. It prevents ali misun- 
derstandings in regard to accounts, and secures an increase of paying sub- 
scribers in an acceptable form. 

The feeling of the masses of the colored people in these States appears to be 
that of preference to wait for the * good time ”’ here so long promised by some 
of their professed friends. Many, however, of the most intelligent and enter- 
prising are convinced that nationality and the highest good for themselves and 
their children can be found only upon the continent of the tropies, and they are 
bezinning to seek information concerning Liberia, and to consider the question 
of emigration. 

Tne Providence of God is holding up the great enterprise of this Society 
before the people of this country w.th eminent distinctness and force ; and what- 
ever of trial may yet await us, of this we may be c »ynfident—** our ends cannot 
Jail us.”’ 

Yours very truly, 
FRANKLIN BUTLER. 

Rev. R. R. Guarer, Cor. Sec. 4. C. 8. 


Mr. Crozer, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Auxiliary 
Societies, presented and read a report, which, on motion, was laid on 
the table for the present. 

The Financial Secretary of the Society, presented and read an ac- 
count current of moneys received and disbursed for the support of 
Recaptured Africans. 

Rev. Dr. Pinney, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Agencies, preseuted and read a report, which, on motion, was ac- 


cepted, and is as follows: 

The Committee report that this Society has had in its employment, the past 
year, but two Agenis. The Rev. B. 0. Plimpton, m the regions near Lake 
Erie, and Rev. F. Butler, in Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. 

Their reports from time to time show a commendable diligence with as much 
success in making collections as could be expected; the latter greatly restricted, 
however, by the troubled state of the country, and the limited claims for funds 
incident to a diminished number of emigrants. 

The question as to the policy of employing Agents, and their proper com- 
pensation, has been fully considered in former years, and notwithstanding 
weighty objections, this Society has never felt that it could wisely dispense, 
with them. 
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Under the possibilities of the results which may grow out of our great strugcle 
mn setting mn Motion an emigration on a scale which will overtax the powers of 
this Society, the Committee recommend no changes at the present time, hoping 
that before another anniversary, the path of duty will be more clearly mani- 
fested. 
J. B. PINNEY, 
M. G. PR ry 


PRAT 
8. H. HUNTINGTON. 


Rev. Dr. Maclean, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Foreign Reiations, presented and read a report; pending the con- 
sideration of which, it was on motion of Rev. J. B. Pinney, 

Resolved, That the Board adjourn, to meet again this evening at 
7 0 clock. 


Adjourned 


WEDNESDAY, January 22, 1862. 


The Board met this evening at 7 o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment: the President in the Chair. 

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations was resumed, and after discussion the Report of the Commit- 


tee was accepted, and the resolutions attached unanimously adopted. 


The Committee on Foreign Relations have attended to the duty assigned 
to them, and they beg leave to sulmit to the Board, for their tonsideration, the 
following report: 

The Committee have carefully considered the report of Dr. James Hall, the 
Commissioner of the American Colonization Society, to carry to the Govern- 
ment of Liberia the resolutions adopted by the Board, October 25, 1860, in 
reference to recaptured Africans, and they recommend that the Board approve 
the **articles of agree nent’’ entered into on the 2ist day of December, 1860, by 
the parties above named. 

The Committee deem it their duty to suggest the expediency of ascertain- 
ing, if it can be done without undue expense, whether there be any territory, 
south of Liberia, which ft may be desirable to acquire in the further prosecu- 
tion of the aims and views of the American Colonization Society. 

The Committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions: 

1. Resolved, That this Board approve of the articles of agreement entered 
into on the 2ist of December, 1860, by Dr. James Hall, the Commissioner of 
the American Colonizativun Society, with the Government of Liberia, and 
hereby ratify the same. 

2. Resolved, That this Board tender to Dr. James Hall their thanks, for the 
very satisfactory manner in which he discharged his duties as Commissioner 
to make an arrangement with the government of Liberia, in reference to re- 
captured Africans. 


The Report of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies was taken up, 


and on motion referred back tc the Committee for amendment. Mr. 
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Crozer then presented the same Report, as amended, which was read, 
and on motion accepted and adopted. 


Your Committee on Auxiliary Societies respectfully report: That in looking 
into the subject they can do but little more than resterate the recommendation 
made by a similar committee at our last anniversary. 

These organizations, whether as State societies or as of a character more Incal, 
have been of much benefit for a long series of vears, not only in obtaining dona- 
tions to the Parent treasury, which we regret have not been to a large amount, 
but in diffusing far and wide a knowledge of the aims, designs, and practical 
workings of the Colonization enterprise ; and the fruits of their efforts are now 
being realized in bequests and devises, which from time to time flow into your 
treasury. 

Though a number of Auxiliary Societies seem now to be ih a measure inope- 
rative your committee are not aware of any‘of them having formally ceased to 
exist, and the Colonization Sociéty should, in our opinion, encourage their con- 
tinuance. They are organizations suited for action under contingencies which 
may arise demanding strenuous and combined efforts. 

Your committee would also recoramend the formation of district societies in 
large towns or localities favorable to creating renewed interest in the good cause. 

In conclusion, your committee ventures to express the hope that in the wide 
field of usefulness looming up in the distance before the American Coionizanon 
Society, this great national enterprise will, by the co-operation of State and Dis- 
trict Auxiliary Associations, formed in every part of the country, be consum- 
mated in due time by the removal from our borders of a willing people to the 
Republic of Liberia and the homes of their ancestors. 

All which is respectfully sabmitied. 

JOHN P. CROZER, 
G WASHINGTON WARREN, 
JOHN ORCUTT. 
> 
Mr. Pettit, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 


tion, presented and read the Report of the Committee, which on 
motion was accepted and adopted, and is as follows: 


The Committee on Emigration to whom was referred that part of the Annual 
Report relating to the emigration to Africa, respectfully report that, in ex- 
amining the subject submitted for their consideration, they have to regret the 
smal! number of emigrants sent to Liberia during the last year, amounting alto- 
gether to only fifty.four, as exhibited in the following tabular statement, viz : 


PORT OF DEPART- NUMBER OF 


NAME OF VESSEL. } 
. URE. EMIGRANTS. 


Barque Edward..........| New York......| April 24.... 
Brig Teresa Bandal!......| Baltumore......| July 27.....- 
sarque Justice Story.....| Boston.........| August 10... 
Brig John H. Jones......| New York.....| November 7. 
Barque Gray Hound.....)...++-d0...+-+-+| December 28. 


The deplorable strife now existing ir our land has so absorbed public at- 
tention as to render every other worldly subject of subordinate and minor im- 
portance, and has perhaps, especially affected whatever relates to the colored 
race Who are now among us. While, however, it has thus paralyzed ordinary 
Operations, it is not improbable that it will give in ‘reased importance to the 
grand purpose of this Society in providing for the Colonization of the free 
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people of color from the United States, with their own consent, to the land 
whence their fathers came, and may fairly challenge increased admiration for 
the benevolence and forecast of the Philanthropists and Statesmen who, forty- 
five years ago, brought this Society into being, and laid the foundation of the 
independent aud enlightened organization now known as the Government of 
Liberia. 

In this view it becomes the serious duty of the Society to consider how 
they can most effectively forward the work of emigration and best promote the 
welfare and prosperity of those who emigrate. And for this purpose, afier 
careful consideration, the Committee see nothing better to recommend than 
that we shall faithfully pursue the path we have hitherto trod. They would 
recommend that the Agents, Organs, and Friends of the Society should con- 
tinue to present to the free people of color the advantages of emigration to the 
land where alone they are really free from caste and prejudicial legislation, and 
perfectly equal in the eye of the law, and that every facility shall be extended 
for their comfortable conveyance to the land of their destination, and the Com- 
muitce would recommend that increased importance be given to this braneh of 
our labors. 

This object, the Committee believe, would be much aided by the recngni- 
tion by the government of the United States of the Government of Liberia. 
Such recognition, they believe, would inerease the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the respective countries, draw increased attention to Liberia and the 
African continent, and at the same time provide cheap means for intercom- 
munication between us, while it would also have the important effect of in- 
creasing the respect with which it would be regirded by the colored people. 

To this end also the Committee believe that the true policy of the Society is 
to cultivate the most frank and friendiy relations with the people of Liberia, 
and especially with its constituted authorities, They are persuaded that our 
best efforts should be made to send an increased number of industrions, and, as 
far as possible, intelligent emigrants there, and in every way to strengthen and 
consolidate the power of that Republic, promo@ its material welfare, and as- 
sist in elevating its population in intelligence and virtue. As regards the ques- 
tion of an increase of territory, the Committee would recommend that no ac- 
tion should be taken without consultation with, and the co-operation of, the 
Government of Liberia, believing that the good sense and judgment of that 
Government, and their superior knowledge of the subject, should, at least for 
the present, be our guide in relation to it, 

In regard to the idea of establishing any other colony or settlement, the Com- 
mittee consider that it would be highly inexpedient at the present time, being 
so well satisfied with the progress of that already established that they do not 
flatter themselves with the hope that it will be improved upon, Ifin the course 
of events it should be found that the tide of emigration shall swell to such a 
magnitude as to demand a new field, it will be time, in their opinion, to seek 
for an extended area or a new location. Believing, however, that such will 
not be the case within the year on which we have now entered, they advise 
that nothing of the kind should be attempted, unless, indeed, upon the ex- 
press authority of this Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. V. PETTIT, 
G. WASHINGTON WARREN, 
WM. COPPINGER. 


The Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the attention of the Executive Committee and the Officers 
of the Society be calied to the views and recommendations of this Report, and 
they be requested to give them effect as far as may be possible. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was 

Resolved, 'Yhat this Board acknowledge with great pleasure their 
indebtedness to the President of the United States, for the friendly 
feeling manifested by him towards the great objects of the American 
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Colonization Society, and more especially for his recommendation to 
Congress respecting the recognition of the Independence of Liberia. 

Resolved, further, That if it suit the convenience of the President, 
that this Board will pay their respects to him to-morrow, at such 
hour as he may designate. 

On motion of Mr. Means, it was 

Resolved, That the Financial Secretary be directed to pay the 
Liberian drafts for Recaptured Africans in the same currency that 
he receives from the United States Government. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was 

Resolved, That this Board adjourn, to meet again at 94 o'clock, 
A. M., to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 


TuurspDay, January 23, 1862. 


The Board met this morning pursuant to adjournment. The 
President, Hon. J. H. B. Latrrose, in the Chair, and the Divine 
Blessing was invoked by the Corresponding Secretary of the Society, 

The minutes of yesterday’s session were read and approved. 

Communications were read from Hon. Elisha Whittlesey, Wash- 
ington City, Jan. 23, stating that the President of the United States 
would see the Board at 12 o’clock to-day: Hon. W. M. Merrick, 
January 22, resigning his place as a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and from Hon. E. Dickinson, Amherst, Mass., January 20, 
excusing his non-attendance at the meeting of the Board as a Dele- 
gate from the Massachusetts Colonization Society. 

On motion of Rey. Dr. Maclean, it was , 

Resolved, That the resignation of Hon. Wm. M. Merrick be ac- 
cepted. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Hon. D. 8. Gregory, Rev. John B: 
Pinney, and Hon. James W. Beekman, a Committee to nominate 
Officers of the Board for the ensuing year. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the course of Dr. James Hall, in charge of the 
ship Mary Caroline Stevens, during the past year, as detailed in his 
report, just read, be approved by the Board, and that he be requested 
to consult with the President of the Society in regard to the return 
of the ship to the United States. 
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Dr. Hall’s Report is as follows: 


To the President and Directors of 


GENTLEMEN : 


Caroline Stevens for the past year; the 


ular fort f abstract of the ex- 


een transmitted in accounts current with the 
e Society, under dates of Dec. 1‘), 1860, 
which | beg to refer you. 
, 
owit 


i enciosed, that both 
re of the ship, > exceed thas e 
those of H The increase in 

f home freight and passage 

ed well for the future. The increase 
voyage was caused by the very thorough 
tand well managed sh p gen rally runs at 

ree years, at the end of which period a 

cessury. The standing rigging generally 

inning rigging, and a new st ' 
spars are to be su | 
r must be incurred. 

tnree years’ service. é 

year, and the charges therefor mainly em- 


ds much in advance of that of any preceding 
rate of w wes at the time of shiy ing the crew, 


long one, extending over five months, fur the 


re from her last voyage to Liberia on the 5th of 

rtained that few emigrants and but little freight 

‘nother voyage commencing at the usual time, and little 

heautumn. I'proposed effecting a charter of the ship for 

1s to come, rather than have her lie idle at the wharf, incurring at 

cent. expense of active service The Executive Committee 

roved of the measure, and a very advantageous charter was, soon after the 

, » vessel, effected for Londonderry, Ireland. The entire berths 

for emigrants were removed from between decks, the ballast discharged from the 

hold, and other requisite arrangements made for receiving a cargo of grain, 

incurring therelyy, as will be seen on reference to the accounts of the voyage, 

very considerable expense. The ship commenced loading on the 18th, but was 

soon prohibited from receiving more grain by the scting authorities of the city. 

’ iy’s delay lodding was again permitted, and again suspended per order. 

1 written permission was obtained by the charterer, allowing the ship to 

load with grain and depart from port. Under this permit about one-third of her 

cargo was taken on board, When the loading was again prohibited, and the 

advance in the price of grain caused the shippers to desist from further efforts. 

Ic was then 1n our power to ailow the ship to lie at the wharf and claim damages 

for the non fulfillment of the terms of the charier-party, being secured by the 

“argo on board. And this course would most probably have been pursued had 

there not been reason to apprehend a seizure and possible destruction of the ship 

by irresnonsible parties in temporary authority, assumed or otherwise. Under 

all the circumstances of the case, it was thought best to procure speedily what 

other freight we could, even at a low figure, and dispatch her for Ldndonderry, 
which was done on the 29th April ‘ 

: arrived at her port of destination May 23, and discharged her cargo, her 

bills amounting to little over $5,000, instead of $10,000, as promised by 

tharter-party. The question of prosecuting for damages has been con- 

i yy advice of counsel abandoned. On arrival at Londonderry che 

ques'ion at once arose as to the disposition of the ship after discharging. To 

re urn direct to the United States, as wes intended, either with such freight as 

could be procured or in ballast, was by all considered extremely hazardous ; 
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the probability then being that the ocean would soon swarm with privateers and 
p rates; and this not wiihout good reason, as previous to the Queen’s procia- 
mation of neutrality, many vessels even of large size, both sailers and steamers, 
were being fitted out in Livery ool for that business. After abandoning all ideas 
of this and of sale, which I entertained previous to the Queen’s proclamation, 
the only alternative left was either to lay the ship up under the care of a keeper, 
or effect a charter to some port where there would be little like!ihood of capture. 
In the former course considerable expense would of necessity be incurred. Two 
months’ advance wages to officers and crew, or the equivelent one month’s wages 
and passage home could be claimed. The expense of dock and harbor dues per 
month, the wages and bo | of 
of interest on capital, and depreciation in value by time, the same as if in actuai 


service. After giving the matter full consideration | decided upon effecting a 


‘ ; i “ ] > 
ard of ship-keeper, the insurance must cortinue, loss 


charter, although freights were atalow ebb. Aided by the best advices | was 


able to obtain, | chartered the ship for a voyage from Newport, Mon., to 
Kertch, in the Biack Sea, on a:count of the Russian government, and by another 
charter thence to another port in the Black Sea for loading, and back to the 
United Kingdom, or port on the Continent, both charters paying, as near as I 
could estimate, some £2,500, or from 10 to $12,000, depending upon the ship’s 
as yet untried capacity for carrying grain. These charter-parties I enclose 
he-ewith. 

It was not until I had closed the business of the ship at Londonderry that I 
became fully ensible of the enormous port charges, petly exactions, and gross 
frauds to which an American vessel is subjected in English poris. In endeav- 
ored, as far as possible, to lessen all expensex, and staid on board the ship 
superintending her loading in Newport till she left the docks on the evening of 
July 17. By last advices from the master, under date of October 22, 1861, she 
was then at Kerich discharging. 

On my return home | increased her insurance during her present voyage 
$10,000, making $30,000 in all, her full value at this time 

It will be seen ty reference to the account that in accordance with the charter- 
party a part of the consideration of the charter out was advanced on clearing 
from Newport; and that this, together with the surplus proceeds of the voyage 
to Londonderry, were expended in fitting out the ship for the round voyage. 
In case no unfortunate impediment has prevented her prompt discharge and 
departure from Kertch, most likely she is now on her way to her port in Great 
Britaia or on the Continent; her port of discharge being at the option of the 
charterers ; but no doubt one in Ireland will be her destination, where I hope 
to hear of her arrival shortly. I would advise that on discharge she be ordered 
to return either on freight or on ballast direct to the port of Baltimore, in case 
she can arrive here in time for the Ist of May expedition ; otherwise perhaps 
she might be permitted to take a paying freight to the West Indies or South 
America, not, however, so as to preve: t her being home eaily in Octpber, to be 
ready fur our November expedition. Oa this point I would like instructions 
from the Board. 

Icannot close this communication without expressing my regret that so great 
@ responsibility was thrown upon me, and also that 1 pursued the course | did, 
as things have turned out this side the Atlantic; but I did what I deemed for 
the best, under all the circumstances of the case, aided by the counsel of one 
of the best houses in Liverpool, Messrs. Brown, Shipley & Co., and at no 
little personal inconvenience and sacrifice, and.1 only ask for that kind and 
lenient consideration | have ever experienced at the hands of the Executive and 
Directors of the Society. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES HALL, gent. 

Baurtimore, Jan. 1, 1862. 
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A General Summary of expenses paid for the voyage of the Ship 
M. C. Stevens, to the Black Sea. 


Expenses paid in Newport, Mon. 


Portage Bill, advance to officers and crew, and to Master for ex 
penses in the Dardenelies, . e ° . 


Repairs, making new rudder, sails, &c., . 


Provisions for the voyage, and chandfery, 
Port charges, Pilotage, and towing in and out, L ight and “dock 
dues, stevedores, Consul's charges, &c., : : 


Incidentals—Brokerage on Charter, . > ° ° j 8 | i 
Insurance on advances, ] 
Personal expenses, after leaving the Ship, ‘home, : : 
Notary’s fees, coaling, chronometer, stamps, &c. &e., . 10 3 
%1 2 8 $3,343 
Charges paid since sailing, in Baltimore:—Half pay due bills for 
Master and officers, . . 335 00 


Premium on additional insurance of 10,000 at 7, percent., . : 751 00 


Properly chargeable to this sia nee one 0 teeraee. ts by fre nae | | 
in voyage J, e | 750 00 


| 5,179 02 
Received on Charter to the — - in ie gage eash of i 
charterers, . | | $2,266 02 
‘Phe balance in suspense. | 





JAMES HALL, Agent. 
January 1, 1862. 
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The Rev. Dr. Pinney, as Chairman of the Committee on Accounts, 
reported (Messrs. Gregory and Delano concurring) that they had ex- 
amined the statement of bonds, stocks, and other securities, and found 
them correct, and also the entries and vouchers for cash receipts 
and payments, and find them correct and authenticated by the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee as required by the Board. 

The Committee have also examined the report and accounts of Dr. 
James Hall, agent of the ship M. C. Stevens, and recommend that 
they take their usual conrse before the Executive Committee, and be 
published in the minutes with the Annual Report. 


The Report was, on motion, accepted and adopted. 

Hon. Mr. Gregory, as Chairman of the Special Committee on the 
nomination of Officers of the Board for the ensuing year, reported 
the following : 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Rev. R. R. Guriey. 


Financial Seeretary and Treasurer. 


Rey. Wm. MoLarn, D. D. 


Travelling Secretary, 


Rev. Joun Orncurr. 


Executive Committee, 
Harvey Lainpsty, M. D., 
Josepn H. Brap.iey, Esq., 
Wa. Gunton, Esq., 
Rev. Georar W. Samson, D. D., 
Hon. Perer PARKER, 
Hon. SamvugeL H. Huntineron, 
Hon. ErrsHa WHITTLESEY. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the Report of the Committee be accepted and ap- 
proved, and the Officers named elected. 


On motion, the Board, at 11} o’clock, A. M., took a recess to call 
upon the President of the United States. 


123 o'clock, P. M. 
The Board having returned from their visit to the President of the 


United States, resumed their session. 
6 
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Rev. Dr. Tracy, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Finance, presented and read a Report, which was accepted and 
adopted. 

On motion of Rey. Dr. Pinney, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society and the Minutes 
of the Board, be referred to the Executive Committee for publica- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Gregory, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be presented to the Sec- 
retary, for the admirable manner in which he has discharged his 
duties at the present session. 

On putting this motion, the President took occasion to express his 
own sense of the value of the Secretary’s services, not only upon this 
occasion, but whenever it was in his power, here or elsewhere, to 
promote the interests of the cause of Colonization: which remarks 
the Board requested should be placed upon the minutes. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Gurley, it was 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the Board be presented to 
the President of the Society for the very able and impartial manner 
in which he has presided during the present session. 

The minutes were then read and approved. 

The Board united in Prayer, offered by the Rev. Dr. Tracy, 
and, on motion, adjourned to meet on the third Tuesday of January, 
1863, at 12 o’clock, M. 

J. H. B. LATROBE, 
President American Colonization Society. 
Wa. Copprincer, 
Secretary of the Board of Directors. 
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Receipts and Expenditures of the American Colonization Society, 


From January 1, to December $1, 1861. 


1 Balances, 


47 Legacies, 

50 Emigrants, . . * . . . 
53 Office expenses, 

55 Ship Mary Caroline Stevens, . 


59 Colony of Liberia, 

75 Transportation of “ Key West Africans,” 
77 Support of 3“ Kiddy Africans,” 

77 Do. Key West Africans, 
77 Do. Congo Africans, 
79 Colonization Building, 

81 African Bepository, 

91 Profit and loss, 

96 Donations, 


103 Rent account, 


49 Expense account, 


58 Cuntingent expenses, . 


100 New Jersey settlement, . ° 


Balances due by the Society, . . 
Balances due to the Society, . e 


89 Cash on hand, . ° . . ° 














| Dr. Cr. 
| 52,989 34 $10,835 66 
$16,799 36 | c 552 11 
5,247 28 | 5,016 00 | 
91 00 | 6,300 96 | 
13,818 47 | 15,282 39 
1,640 00 4,731 50 | 
16,634 93 750.19 | 
800 00 
33,992 83 | ; 
2,736 40 | . - | 
567 65 | 8,028 42 | 
975 75 | 1,764 68 | 
19,585 73 | : 50 06 | 
6,415 07 | 559 66 | 
1,387 50} 119,199 97 761 55 
. 3,906 47 
| 5 50 
2,305 89 
| 164,469 31 | “90,851 04 
wiecge ns | 15,623 65 || 
$78,174 50 | 
Sas] 
$180,092 96 | 180,092 96 
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MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT BENSON, OF LIBERIA. 


Felliow-citizens of the Senate and of the House of Repre sentatives : 

The revolution of another year has brought us to the period, when it be- 
comes my duty to inform you of the state of the country, and to recommend 
for your adoption, measures for its welfare. Though the year has been one of 
a very eventful character to us in the general, as a nation, and in many in- 
stances, in particular, as individuals, yet we have abundant cause to recognize 
with grateful hearts, the innumerable evidences of Divine favor that has been 
attendant upon us, by and through which we have been thus far safely led 
through great and many national difficulties and dangers, and are enabied to 
meet on this occasion under circumstances so encouragingly favorabie. 

Within a fortnight after the close of your last session, the military foree 
authorized to be emploved for the adjustment of misunderstanding between the 
Poes and Padaes, and for the punishment of the former, in case of persistant 
obstinacy, was put on foot, consisting of between three and four hundred men, 
who succeeded in fully accomplishing, within five weeks from the enlistment, 
to disbandment, all that was reasonably desired. ‘The injured tribe received 
redress, and was reinstated upon its domain. The aggressive tribes were 
punished. A good understanding was had between the hostile tribes. Inter- 
course opened in every direction, and the civilized portion of the inhabitants of 
Maryland County would have since felt more security for their lives and prop- 
erty, and the greater degrees of assurance—by proper management—of future 
peace and prosperity, than at any previous period, were it not for some un- 
toward occurrences which took place this year, tending greatly to revive the 
tribal feuds that had been so happily allayed throughout the repubiic by ths 
government, which I shall make known to yon more fully befdére closing this 
document; and which cause alone prevents our interchange of congratulationg 
this day on the country being in a state of perfect tranquility. 

The arrangement entered into by this government with the American Colo- 
nization Society, which went practically into effect the first day of this year, 
by which the supervision, control, support, &c., &c., of recuptured Africans 
that had been, during thé previous year, and those that should be sent to and 
landed in Liberia by direction of the United States government, devolved upon 
this government, as also the law growing out of that arrangement, passed at 
the last legislative session, have operated as well as could be reasonably ex- 
pected under the circumstances. 

There will be such amendments and additions recommended to be made to 
the act during this session, as experience may have suggested during the 
year. 

I exceedingly regret, that the unavoidable delay in timely placing this gov- 
ernment in possession of the necessary means to enable me to have the recepta- 
cles for recaptured Africans erected and completed in the several counties, and 
to meet other expenses connected with them, has prevented me as yet from 
inaugurating and prosecuting the system of training for them originally con- 
templated, and for which provision, by law, was made at the last legislative 
session. 

It was not until the 22d of June, that notice was received by this Govern- 
ment from the Financial Secretary of the American Colonization Society of an 
amount being in hand for which we could draw And that amount, together 
with the consignments of merchandise received in December and March, were 
barely sufficient to pay to our citizens the amount due to them for two 
quarters board and clothing of the recaptives, to say nothing of the many 
other expenses incurred on their account which had to be met. However, 
with what means could be spared from the Public Treasury, efforts were made 
and are still in progress for he consummation of that cherished object, as 
speedily as circumstances will allow. 

A contract has been entered into to erect one of the receptacles on the road 
leading from Whiteplains to Careysburg, about equidistant from each place, and 
on an area equalling two square miles, selected by Mr. Superintendent Paxton 
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and Dr. Laing, the cost of which is to be five thousand dollars; and I have no 
doubt, from the very reliable and enterprising character of the contractor, that 
if not retarded for want of means he will soon prosecuce it to completion. 

The one commenced before the transfer, by the American Colonization 
Society ’s Agent, about six miles up the St. John’s River, Grand Bassa County, 
has been retarded by the same cause. It has been raised, however, and is now 
being shutin. It also has a fine location, and an extensive area of land in con- 
nection therewith. 

Thongh similar directions were given to the Superintendent of Sinoe County 
to prosecute the work on the one designed for that county, yet he has found it 
impracticable to make equal progress, owing in part to deficiency of mechanics 
in that county. So soon as government shall have sufficient means at com- 
mand to justify it, mechanics will be employed and sent down for that purpose. 
The foregoing circumstances, which were no doubt unavoidable in the United 
States as well as in Liberia, necessitated me to direct the recaptives to be judi- 
ciously apprenticed out at the June term of the Probate Court—government 
continuing to tender the full amount appropriated, and other provisions made 
for them by law, up to the expiration of the year from the date of landing. 

It is very gratifying to me to be able to say that | have been, and am, from 
personal observation as well as from he Commissioners’ report, highly 
pleased with the humane feeling and great interest manifested generally by our 
citizens in behalf of the recaptured Africans, in which, should there be no 
abatement, and I do not believe there will be, we shall most gratifyingly realize 
in due time our most cherished desire, the complete civilization and Christianiz- 
ing of those people, wifo are and must continue to be incorporated with us in 
the body politic. And here it affords me a great pleasure, to be able to bear 
testimony to the courtesy and business like demeanor of the United States’ 
Agent for Liberated Africans in ail his official intercourse during the year with 
this government. While he has unswervingiy guarded the interests of his 
government in the prosecution of the duties of his office, and his integrity has 
been the admiration of all capable of appreciating merit, he has striven in every 
jusufiable manner to render his ellen initeoutes agreeable. A complete re- 
port, statistical and otherwise, on the Recaptured Africans for the year, will be 
presented you by the State Department in a day or two, which I indulge the 
hope, when published, will prove satisfactory to the country and to all others 
concerned. 


EDUCATION. 


The deficiency in the revenue during the year compelled me to restrict the 
increase of Public Schools to a few that were established for the special bene- 


fit of the recaptives. 
COLLEGE. 


The causes which for the last two or three years have led to a delay in the 
erection of the College buildings, have been removed the latter part of last 
year. That building has since, under the indefatigable supervision of its able 
President, been progressing, and at this time is, | Jearn, approximating com- 
pletion. 


AGRICULTURE. 


I am pleased to be able to say, that there has been a marked advance in our 
Agricultural interest during the year. From inquiries and investigations | have 
made, I am satisfied that the Sugar and Coffee crops of the year are a hundred 
per cent. advance on those of the preceding year. 

There has been progress in the quality as well as quantity of those and 
other articles. Domestic provisions, than during the year, have never been 
more cheap and abundant in Liberia. The fact, that the great influx within 
a year of a recaptive African population equalling nearly one-third the num- 
ber of our entire civilized citizens, has not raised the price of any article of 
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domestic bread-stuff ; that those articles have been as abundant and cheap this 
year, even during the.usually scarcest season of the year, as at any previous 
time in the history of Liberia, clearly demonstrate the progress of the country 
in that impor'ant branch of industry. 

This feature of progress, demonstrative of the capacity of the country by 
the productive industry of its citizens to sustain so large a population sud- 
denly thrown upon it, is particularly interesting at this juncture, when, from 
events that have been during the year and are now occurring ia the United 
States, we may reasonably expect ere long an annual influx of a larger colored 
population from that country than at any previous time. A great and rapid 
emigration to this country, which is, in our opinion, clearly indicated to be 
their destined bomes, and which events, beyond human contro], now trans- 
piring, and will, until the consummation of that object, continue to transpire in 
the western hemisphere, particularly in the United States, will in due time 
most assuredly bring to pass, either voluntarily or involuntarily on the part of 
all concerned dwelling there. 

For the accommodation of our Farmers, and in order to give an increased 
stimulus to Agriculture, [ have directed the Secretary of the Treasury to order 
from the United States a number of Sugar Mills and their fixtures, which I 
have no doubt will arrive out in February or March. 

I have assumed the responsibility of making an expenditure from the Pub- 
lic Treasury for the purpose of collecting such articles for, and transporting to 
the International Exhibition to be held at London, 1862, as I hope will secure 
to Liberia a respectable representation on that grand occasion. The great ex- 
citement, growing out of the late attempt to revive the nefarious sluve-trade 
within our jurisdiction, in which all the communities in Liberia have been kept 
for the last four months, has prevented the procuring of more than about one 
sixth of what would have been procured otherwise. 1 will direct the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to transmit co you an estimate of the amount necessary 
for that purpose, of which I have to solicit your approval by making the neces- 
sary appropriation. 

You will perceive by the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which he 
will transmit in a day or two, that the revenue of the year has been incon- 
siderable, scarcely more than half of that of the preceding year. This falling 
off resulted in some degree from the civil war waging in the United States, but 
mainly from the efforts so strenuously made this year to revive the slave-trade 
in Liberia. This fact prevents me as yet from recommending appropriations 
to be made for prosecuting public enterprises, some of which I regard to a very 
great extent as indispensable: such as fortifications and defenses, repairs and 
erections of public buildings, interior settlements, internal improvements, with 
special reference to the facilitation of transportation, and the best adapted 
measures for effectually civilizing and making reliably loyal, the hundreds of 
thousands of aborigines residing within the jurisdiction of this republic, &c., &c. 

[ shall communicate to you in a few days on this subject, and suggest a plan 
by which, if seconded by the wonted patriotism of our fellow-citizens, we may 
readily overcome the most formidable of those barriers, and be able to prose- 
cute during next year the most of those very important enterprises, which to 
a great extent | regard necessary to our progressive national existence. 

The question of our right of political jurisdiction over the Gallinas and some 
of the adjoining points, which was raised the latter part of Jast year by Her B. 
M. Government, and the circumstances which grew out of the same, were duly 
laid before the Legislature at their last session, so far as the matter had then 
progressed. Copies of such correspondence as has been subsequently had on 
that subject, 1 herewith present for your information, by which you will per- 
ceive that the question during the year had assumed a somewhat serious 
aspect. 

I do not believe half a dozen persons could be found in Liberia, previous to 
the latter part of last year, who had the slightest impression that Her B. M. 
or any other foreign Government entertained the least doubt, that the Gallinas 
and the adjacent points, extending—with the exception of a small strip—to the 
Shebar, had been acquired under such bone-fide title as invested this govern- 
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ment with full sovereignty over them. The liberal donations made to this 
government, some ten or twelve years ago, by British and American Philan- 
thropists, for the express purpose of extinguishing the native title to those old 
slave murts, especially Gallinas, and of investing this government by their 
acquisition with the necessary sovereignty to legalize its action in the seppres- 
sion of the slave-trade; the proclamation and arnual snessage of my predecessor 
nearly eleven years ago announcing the acquisition of that territory from the 
native chiefs by bona-fide title, and proclaiming the extension of Liberian 
sovereignty and law over the same there: —the visit of my predecessor to Eng- 
land, in 1852, mainly for the purpose of explaining and finally settling those and 
other territorial questions; the authoritauve publication of the legislative enact- 
ment passed some eight or ten years ago, fixing the present boundaries of this re 
public, which enactment is te be found in the state pamphlet containing the 
fundamental, conventional, and statute law of this republic, together with other 
facts I forbear to mention, harmonized to remove every vestize of belief from 
the minds of the goverument and people of Liberia, that any foreign govern- 
ment entertained a doubt of our poseessing, and consequently having a right 
to exercise sovereiguty over that territory. 

You will perceive by the documents just presented, that Commodore Ed- 
monstone, the commodore and senior officer of Her B. M.’s ships and vessels 
stationed on the west coast of Africa station, has respectfully notified me by the 
mail, that Commander Douglas of Her B. M.’s ship ‘* Espoir,” has been 
directed to communicate with me, in a few days, for the purpose of examining 
our title deeds to the territory in question, which examination had been de- 
clined by Capt. Heneage of Her B. M.’s ship ** Falcon,”’ when he visited this 
port in July, and communicated with me on the same subject by direction of 
the Commodore. And as the Commodore has most courteously promised me 
the pleasure and honor of a visit early next year, 1 have no doubt that from the 
bona-fide \iles to said territory in our possession, and the fact, of which he will 
be able fully to satisfy himself during his visit, that the calling in question of 
owr right of jurisdiction over that territory has been within the last twelve 
months, productive of evils most blasting to the moral, civil, Religious, and 
industrial interests of this young but rising republic ; that it has in one year 
undone what of good it has required ten years to effect, and that if persisted 
in, it will sap the very foundation of our national existence; he will be so im- 
pressed by these deplorable events, under which we are now individually and 
nationally suffering, as to be induced to make such just and magnanimous rep- 
resentation to Her B. M. Government, as will, without delay, cause this matter 
to be set perfectly at rest for tne future, and thus allow us, in our national 
weakness, to resume our wonted progressive march, in faithful fulfilment of 
our great and responsible mission to this Savage country, which mission has 
been solemnly imposed on us by the Great and Just Aribter of nations. 

1 now proceed, as previously intimated, to state the causes of the almost 
unprecedented outbreak of predatory wars this year among the aboriginal 
tribes within the jurisdiction of this republic, especially in that part of this 
county extending trom the east bank of the St. Paul’s river, northward to, and 
beyond Gallinas. 

The opinion expressed in my last annual message, that the vigilance of the 
British and American cruisers in suppressing the slave-tradeon the south coast, 
would result in strenuous efforts to revive it at the old slave marts on the 
Liberian coast, has been fully verified, as will appear by the following detailed 
statement, and the documents herewith presented. 

On the 12th of May, | received a communication from R. L. Stryker, Esq., 
Saperintendent at Ro rt, Grand Cape Mount, transmitting a note from 
Prince Mannah, Chief of Gailinas, written for him by a British trader residing 
there, conveying the intelligence of a Spanish slaver being at Gallinas bar, 
and that he regarded it his duty to give notice thereof to Government accord- 
ing to promise. When those notes were received, the Quail was on a cruise 
as low down as Cape Palmas, and would not be due at this port, for eight 
or teo days. So soon as she arrived and could be got in readiness, she p ed 
to Gallas, where she arrived on the 27th of May. The Commander of 
the Quail having been satisfied by testimony obtained on shore, corrobo- 
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rative of th® information previously given »this government by Prinee 
Manneh, of the vessel being a siaver, and that she had distributed cash and 
goods tor the purpose of accumulating a number of slaves withm a given time, 
seized the vessel, which had entered the river, and whose name on the stern 
had been effaced with paint, as a prize, intending to bring her to this port fer 
adjudication. 

The bar and surf having meantime become unusually rough, and continued so 
for nearly a week, rendering communication with the shore extremely hazard - 
ous, so much so as to have resulted jn the loss of Capt. Monger and a seaman, 
who were drowned in attempting to cross Gallinas bar, and all the Quail’s boats 
having been so far wrecked and injured by Janding or attempting to land, as to 
measurably unfit them for use, a prize-crew of thirteen men under an officer 
was left in charge of the prize, and the Quail proceeded down to this port for 
boats and faciliues four getting the prize out of the bar; but wind and current 
being strongly adverse, she did not arrive here until the 10th of June (seven 
days.) On the 12th of June she was despatched with the necessary facilities, 
and arrived at Gallinas, via Robertsport, on the afternoon of the 13th. 

H. B. M. 8. Torch, Capt. Smith, Senior Officer of this division, having, as I 
learn, received intelligence of a slaver being there, had arrived on the morning 
of the 13th ; and, as he asserts, not having seen the Liberian flag flying on 
board the prize, and not being cognizant of her being in possession of a Libe- 
rian prize-crew, the Captain had sent in boats in command of his Lieutenant 
before the Quail bad reached port and anchored. The British lieutenant and 
crew, after boarding the prize, communicated with Capt. Smith of the Torch, 
who ordered her to be burned, and she was thus destroyed on the 14th of June, 
whieh gave rise to the correspondence between Captains Smith and Benedict, 
copies of which I herewith present, by which it will be seen that the com- 
mander of the Torch expressed his disapproval of the act of his lieutenant 
in taking possession of the prize after ascertaining that she was a prize to the 
Liberian government schooner Quail, Though the act was, as he steted, done 
without his knowledge and approval, yet it having been committed, he con- 
cluded to direct her to be destroyed, as aforesaid. The motive by which he 
was to an extent actuated in deciding upon the latter course he hoped the gov- 
ernment of Liberia would appreciate, as it was intended thereby to relieve the 
government of Liberia from any unpleasant misunderstanding with the Spanish 
government, he in the name of his government assuming the responsibility in 
the matter, 

The officers and crew of the slaver having been attacked by the African fever, 
disabling them to travel by land to Monrovia, and rendering it imprudent to 
risk their lives by embarcation, it was thought advisable by Lieutenant Carney, 
as most accordant with humanity, to allow them about a week previously, at 
their own urgent request, to go to Sierra Leone by inland water route, so us to 
secure medical attention, &c. &c., under the supervision of the Spanish consul, . 
at that place. On the return of the Quail from Gallinas and my receipt of Com- _ 
mander Benedict's report, I immediately transmitted to H. B. M. ree ym if 
through our Consul General at London, a dispatch, a copy of which I here” 
with present. tae 

This bold attempt on the part of the Spaniards to revive the slave-trade at® 
Gallinas in November, 1860, and May, 1861, and, as I will soon bring to your) ~ 
notice, the attack made on the Quail in this harbor on the 11th of September} 
by a Spanish vessel-of-war, all of which spread with greatest rapidity among 
the aborigines within the entire jurisdiction of this Republic, revived the hope, 
almost amounting to a certainty, in the old slave-dealing chiefs who still survive, 
that the slave-trade would be forcibly revived by foreigners in our jurisdiction, 
and they were strengthened in their belief by misjudging the policy of H. B. 
M. Government, misconstruing the action of Capt. Smith of H. M. ship Torch 
in this harbor last December, and his subsequent action with the Liberian prize 
at Gallinas in June, as amounting in effect to H. M. Government positively 
denying the right and authority of this government to suppress the slave-trade 
at Gallinas and other points claimed as within the jurisdiction of Laberia ; and 
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those old slave-dealers, who have been checked for years by this government 
from prosecuting the slave-trade, concluded that they could revive and prose- 
cute it with impunity. 

These untoward circumstances have led, during the year, to the revival of the 
old predatory wars among the tribes and clans, commencing from above Galli- 
nas and extending down beyond the S. E. bank of the St. Paul’s river, ajdis- 
tance of over a hundred miies, and extending a considerable distance interior- 
ward. That extent of country has been in a state of war for the last four 
months, creating an almost incessant scene of excitement in ail our settlements. 
Hundreds of aboriginal refugees in this county have within the last four 
months fled from their homes, abandoned plantations and other property, and 
sought in our settlements protection from captivity for the slave market. Our 
citizens residing in the rural districts of the St. Paul’s and at Careysburg, and 
up the Mesurado river, have been taxed during the year with the shelter, sup- 
port, and protection of hundreds of men, women and children, from the interior, 
who had thus to make their escape from the accursed slave-dealer. Chiefs and 
tribes who had been for many years previously loyal, among whom the mis- 
sicnaries of the Cross had commenced operating encouraging! y—tribes which had 
to # great extent lost hope of seeing the slave-trade revived again, and were praise- 
worthily devoting themselves to jegitimate avocations, have been thus tempted 
to resume, within the Jast four months, their old practice of man-stealing, spread- 
ing devastation among the weaker tribes almost in contiguity to our most imte- 
rior settlements. Such have been a few of the results within the year, of the 
attempts to forcibly revive the slave-trade within the jurisdiction of this Republic; 
and they are facts so well known throughout this county in particular, and 
Liberia in general, as that I need not further describe them. 

Immediately on Commander Benedict’s return from Gallinas m June, and 
report of what had transpired, knowing well the effect it would have on the 
natives, I gave directions for suitable carriages to be made, and for every cannon 
at Fort Norris and within the corporation of Monrovia that could be used to 
advantage, to be mounted. This and other defensive preparations were vigorously 
prosecuted to temporary completion within two and a half months trom the 
date of issuing the order. It is proper that | should here acknowledge the efii- 
ecient services of Capt. Reid Cooper, who superintended the works, and of 
Henry Cooper, for the very satisfactory manner in which he performed the 
mechanical labor. 

On the return of the Quail from Harper, Maryland county, in the month of 
August with the mail, | received intelligence in the shape of rumor, that a 
Spanish steam vessel-of-war was fitting up at Fernando Po, to be sent up by the 
Spanish authorities of that place, for the purpose of sinking or capturing the 
Quail, and of demanding satisfaction of the Liberian authorities at Monrovia 
for capturing and confiscating the cargo of a Spanish store-ship that was bound 
to Fernando Po, and had from stress of weather put into the port of Monrovia. 

On the evening of the 27th of August, three days after the former, | received 
intelligence kindly afforded unofficially by a United States naval vessel direct 
from Fernando Po, that the report was current there, that a Spanish war- 
steamer was taking in coal, and was to have left the day succeeding the de- 
parture of the American vessel from that port, under instructions from the 
Governor of Fernando Po to sink or capture the Quail. Though few, if any, 
men of intelligence in Liberia, could persuade themselves at the time, that such 
a highly disreputable and anti-civilized course would be adopted in this en- 
lightened age, at least until the aggrieved had adopted the proper course for ob- 
taining correct information respecting the supposed cause of grievance, and 
being fully satisfied of the existence of a just cause of complaint, had, in the 
proper manner, asked of this government the proper redress, which this go- 
vernment will always take the greatest pleasure in respectfully tendering to 
any government or people, whenever a clear case of aggression or wrong is 
made out against it; yet I thought it not amiss, upon the receipt of corrobora- 
tive intelligence, to prosecute with increasing vigor the directions I had given, 
and the efforts that had actually commenced a couple of months previously, to 
place ourselves in a better condition, to protect and defend, to the uumost of our 
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ability, this city and harbor from aggression. And I am pleased to be able to 
say, that the citizess almost generally responded most cordially by voluntarily 
co-operating. And I am pleased to be able to further say, that our citizens 
residing in the several connties, upon hearing of the rumored threat, and 
knowing the effect that the bare threat would have upon such aborigines living 
in the respective counties as favored the revival of the slave-trede, turned out 
voluntarily in their respective townships, made carriages, mounted their un- 
mounted guns, cleared off scores of acres of forest land contiguous to their 
respective townships, and made such other preparations—the best they could, 
mainly voluntarily, for the defense of their respective townships and counties 
as reflect great credit upon them. 

Having been satisfied that circumstances justified it, and that our patriotic 
citizens who had voluntartly turned out so generally upon my requisition, and 
without any charge for compensation upon government, to stand guard and 
perform other duty, should be relieved, { placed a squad of men on actual ser- 
vice for that purpose, and stationed them at Fort Norris under the immediate 
command of Capt. J. Wi. @lark, and general supervision of Lieut. Col. Smith, 
about a week before the attack was made upon the Quail in this harbor, with 
the intention of continuing them in service so long as it should appear neces- 
sary: the propriety of which will somewhat appear, when | shall have in- 
formed you, that on the afternoon of the first of September, a steamer was 
espied by the officer in command of Fort Norris, coming up from the south- 
ward, and when abreast this Cape, she bore off somewhat to the westward, and 
in three or four hours she was out of sight, standing up to the northward and 
westward ; kroomen from this place pulled off in canoes and attempted to 
board her, but were prevented. They reported that she wore an ensign re- 
sembling the Spanish flag. 

Nothing more was seen or heard of this steamer, until on the morning of the 
llth of September, wher. she made her appearance, bearing the Spanish flag, 
came in harbour, and anchored not very far from the Quail, whose boat imme- 
diately boarded her, and ascertained her to be, as was expected, a Spanish 
steam vesse! of war, just from Sierra Leone. I present herewith the report of 
Commander Benedict of what transpired on that morning, as also the deposi- 
tions of the captain and mate of the American barque Edward, then in harbor, 
corroborative of that report, by which you will be more accurately informed 
of the most shameful aggressive conduct of that Spanish steamer, whose Com- 
mander had professed only an hour previously to have come ona friendly 
visit, and had manifested every courtesy to Lieutenant Carney. The docu- 
ments will also briefly acquaint you of the gailant defense made by Commander 
Benedict, he having ina very short time completely repulsed the aggressor, by 
infieting such serious damages, as necessitated his speedy departure for Sierra 
Leone. For the very noble valor displayed on that occasion, Commander 
Benedict and the officers and crew of the Quail have merited the high praise 
and admiration of the Government and people of Liberia. 

From the foregoing statements, you will perceive that a crisis has been 
forced upon us, as serious as any in the history of Liberia. The entire matter 
has narrowed down to a question of life or death with us, of national and indi- 
vidual existence or extinction. To fold up our arms, and pusillanimously per- 
mit the slave trade to be forced upon us, will result in our certain and irrecov- 
erable ruin as a people. But by battling with if with a cool but firm determi- 
nation, though under a full consciousness of our physical weakness, and the 
many other disadvantages under which we labor, yet, trusting in God, and re- 
garding life itself but a smail sacrifice, if necessary to sustain the great principle 
and blessing of human freedom, we may survive the shock, and yet succeed 
in our cherished purpose, even the perpetuity of this Government, and our 
highly prized institutions upon the firm and honorable basis of virtue. 

i cannot, until I learn otherwise, officially, believe that H. C. M: Govern- 
ment of Spain authorized or will sanction the aggressive act committed in this 
harbor by the Ceres, as aforesaid ; and this opinion, so far as I have been able 
to learn, generally obtains in Liberia. 1 have directed this unpleasant matter 
to be respectfully brought to the notice of H. C. M. Government with the least 
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possible delay. And | as firmly believe, as I strongly wish, that many months 
will not have elapsed, before I shall have the satisfaction of knowing that the 
matter has had a fair, honorable and matually satisfactory adjustment ; especi- 
ally as I was officially advised by the last mail, that H. B. M. Government 
had, in compliance with the request of this Government, kindly offered its me- 
diation in the unpleasant affair, and had respectfully requested H. C. M. Gov- 
ernment to consent to the proposition ; which ! have no doubt will be readily 
acceded to, in case that Government should recognize the existence of a com- 
plaint against this Government that cannot be peacefully adjusted by them- 
selves ; since justice is all that should be mutually desired by the parties con- 
cerned. 

[ have great satisfaction in informing you that H. B. M. 8. Toreh, Capt. 
Smith, arrived in this harbor on the 17th day of October, having been kindly 
despatched by His Excellency Governor Hill of Sierra Leone, to obtain cor- 
rect information from, and to confer with me, respecting the Spanish aggrés- 
sions that had been committed in this harbor, and the probability of their con- 
tinuance, as was currently reported ; she left for Sierra Leone on the following 
day. On the 14th of November, Her B. M Ship Falcon, Capt. Heneage, ar- 
rived in this port under instructions from Her B. M. Government, on a similar 
mission, and to specially convey to this Government the sympathy and 
friendly feeling of Her M. Government. She remained in this port fifteen 
days, during which time her accomplished commander and officers, by their 
courteous intercourse, elicited the unfeigned respect and admiration of this 
community. These tokens of kindness and sympathy from Her B. M. Gov- 
ernment, are but a continuation of the innumerable acts of magnanimity of 
which Liberia has been the beneficiary, dating from the first year of the 
founding of the colony of Liberia up to the present. 

Before concluding this communication to you, it is proper that I should 
state, that there are other matters respecting our domestic affairs, such as the 
progress of the interior settlement, the bridges on the Careysburg road, &c, &c., 
which I will communicate to you in a special message. Suffice it to say for the 
present, that the interior settlement is gradually progressing, and the bridges, 
which have been retarded until late by the heavy rains, are likely to be com- 
pleted, [ am informed, before the close of your session. 

It only remains now for me to reassure you of my purpose cordially to co- 
operate with you in the despatch of the very weighty and responsible duties of 
this session, which I doubt not, under Divine Guidance, will be discharged 
beneficially to the country, and creditably to yourselves. 

STEPHEN ALLEN BENSON, 
Government House, Monrovia, Dec. 7, 1861. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
From the Home and Foreign Record. 
RECAPTURED SLAVE CHILDREN AT SINOU, LIBERIA. 


The Rev. James M. Priest writes as follows from his station at Greenville, 
Sinou county, November 10, 1861: 
I wrote you respecting the Arkoe and Congo boys. The mission boys I do 
not want to give up; but all the others except the girl I will be compelled to 
ive up, unless I can get some help to feed and clothe them. I made this fact 
nown to brother Mackey when he was on shore, while on his way to his station 
at Corisco. He begged that I would try to keep them for their sake. 1 have 
made a sacrifice, and in consequence of which have involved myself. Had that 
hundred dollars [of special fands transmitted through the Board for a year’s 
support of recaptured Africans,} which was paid to the government, been paid 
to me, it would have helped me much; yet I think the Board was right in 
a lowing this government the amount which was given, and the government 
highly uppreciates the help rendered. This { wnow is the case. [ would not 
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have the Board to understand me to make any demand on them for those Arkoes, 
which [ was not authorized to receive under my care. I merely mention my 
necessity, which leads me to a course that might be questioned in the end. Our 
Board has done a great deal for Liberia, and for Africa—more than their share, 
in my opinion ; and as a matter of conscience we cannot say aught in this par- 
ticular. I am making some use of the classical books you sent. I have a class 
of six. You may send me the same amount of books at the same price I paid 
for the others. 

As the meeting of our Presbytery is close at hand, and as the churches will 
send up their report, I will say but little about the church and school. The day- 
school is too large just now. This is the case owing to the Baptists having no 
day-schools. 

The Sabbath-school is large, and made up with our children, Arkoes, Con- 
goes, Popaes, Ouosee,&c. The natives will be improved. 


SCHOLARS AT SETTRA KROO—PROGRESS SINCE 1843. 


Mr. Washington McDonogh, after receiving his freedom from the late John 
McDonogh, of New Orleans, and a partial education through his liberality, 
went to Liberia as a teacher in 1842, and was stationed among the Kroo people. 
It was then hoped that Settra Kroo would become an important centre of mis- 
sionary influence. Its name is connected with the names of some choice mis- 
sionaries of the church, three of whom, the Rev. Messrs. Canfield, Atwood, 
and Sawyer, and rest therein the grave until the resurrection. Discouragement, 
caused by frequent bereavements, led to the reduction of the staff of laborers, 
and for many years only one teacher has occupied this post. His labors have 
been limited, and yet not in vain, as we may hope. The expense of keeping 
up the station is not large, and we may believe that the cause of Christ is thereby 
promoted, These remarks will introduce the following extract from a letter of 
Mr. McDonogh, dated at Settra Kroo, November 6, 1861 : 

My school has been going on, though in a feeble manner, owing to the want 
of regular supplies. You wished to know how many scholars { have in my 
family. Now I| have three of my own children, three orphans, Liberians, four 
Congoes, and four Krov boys—all to feed and clothe, besides my wife and my- 
self ; making in all sixteen souls. 

If any one that knew these people in 18¢2 or °43, were to come among them 
now, he could easily perceive the change that has taken place. There is no 
poison-wood mixture given now compared with what there was in the period 
above mentioned. There has been none drunk on the beach, or given by the 
old head-men, from 1852 until October 25, 1861, at which time they gave the old 
king poison-wood ; but after the wood affected him they would not kill him, 
but cured him by giving other things to kill the poison, and then compelled him 
to leave the place and country. 

If you wish the station kept up, there will have to bea thorough repair. The 
present building will have to be taken down, and a new one built, out and out. 


OBITUARY. 
DEATH OF MRS. H. E. LOOMIS, OF THE CORISCO MISSION. 


Atoneo, Corisco, September 14, 1861. 

The angel of death has again visited our mission, abd borne away a sister 
from our little company. Mrs. H. E Loomis died on the 20th of August from 
protracted fever, Afflictive as the stroke is, obedience to a Father, who does not 
afflict willingly, forces us, with our gushing tears, to kiss the hand that has been 
laid so heavily upon us. Another mysterious link in the salvation of the Benga 
people has been suddenly severed. Why God cuts short useful lives which 
have been devoted to his cause, is known only to himself. We would not ask 
him a reason for any of his doings, ‘* seeing he giveth not account of his matters 
toany.”* ‘ What we know not now, we shall know hereafter.’’ 
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Life too often weaves golden scenes of happiness out of the vanity of the 
mind. These gilded joys, as well as the more Christian enjoyments of home, 
and the society of an affectionate mother, yielded to the claims of the Saviour. 
She whose death is here noticed, freely made a sacrifice of all for a mis- 
sionary life, to toil for the redemption of Africa. She decided for a home among 
the heathen, and to die for Christ, knowing that she * had in Heaven a better 
and enduring substance.’’ 

On the 2ist of January, 1860, she arrived at Corisco, in company with her 
husband. On the 9th of May of the same year, after having passed their accli- 
mation, they entered on their work permanently, by being appointed to the 
charge of the station at Evangasimba. Here she labored patiently among a 
strange people, who could not appreciate the sacrifices of the servant of Christ. 
Her feeble health was doubtless her greatest trial. : e ° 

After a short sickness, not peculiar to the climate, she was prostrated with 
fever on the 27th of July, which lasted eighteen days. * * * Her friends 
will be gratified to know that she was free from pain. She said she knew she 
had some fever, but no pain. On another occasion she remarked, * that she 
had felt all the bitterness of death, and yet it was not bitter.’’ 

On the 14th of August her fever abated, leaving her very feeble. Our hopes 
of her restoration to health revived, but only to be disappointed. On the 18th 
of August the fever returned. Her extreme weaknass did not disturb her hope 
of Heaven. As the outer man perished the inner man was renewed day by 
day. Growing much weaker on the 19th, she was informed that this attack 
would probably prove fatal. On inquiring again whether she could still trust 
in Christ as her Saviour, she replied, ** Yes, that she thought she would have 
died by the first attack, and she was prepared now.’’ It becoming more evident 
that she could not live, she was asked if she had any word for friends in America. 
She answered, “that she had desired to see them, and especially her mother, 
once more, but it was immaterial now ; they would all soon follow her.”” She 
never regretted coming to Africa. 

Sinking gently from life, she sed along to Jordan almost imperceptibly. 
A short me before the spirit fled, she had a spasm, which deprived her of the 
power of speech, She so far revived as to communicate with her husband. 
By request he sung part of the hymn, ‘* There is rest for the weary.” Her 
soul could sing, though her lips could not. She united by humming the chorus, 
*« There is rest for the weary, there is rest for you.’’ In this peaceful state of 
mind she left us on the morning of the 20th of August at 4 o’clock, * to rest 
from her labors on the other side of Jordan,’’ which she had almost reached 
while conversing with us. We bade her adieu, with the benediction of the Spirit, 
‘* Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord ; yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest 
from their labors, and their works do follow them.” 

She now rests sweetly in the grave-yard at Evangasimba, beneath a tree whose 
branches overshadow similar forms who died in the same faith. 


WM. CLEMENS. 





The Foreign Missionary (Presbyterian) announces the death, on the 20th 
August, at Corisco, of Mrs. Loomis, wife of the Rev. Charles Loomis, M. D. 
She was an earnest and faithfal laborer, and died in peace, sustained by a good 
hope in Christ. Mrs. Ogpen was expecting to return to this country at an 
early day. One of the Leaders of this Mission writes : 

** Each month that I stay adds new interest to my work, and each month 
leaves me contented and happy in my African home. I love the people. I 
love my children. (She has charge of the Girls’ School at one of the Sta- 
tions.| I love to feel myself at home. What I need besides, a new love for 
my Saviour, more devotion for the cause in which he spent a life time, less 
thought for earthly things and more for heavenly. It is easy to write them ; 
not so easy to feel it.’’ 

Under date of November 6, 1861, the Rev. C. C. Horymanw mentions the 
discovery of a plot among the natives to cut off the Colonists. The Colonists 
had been recalled from places where they had gone to trade or teach. Much 
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anxiety existed both among missionaries and native Christians. A new treaty 
was entered into with the chiefs, and the alarm appears to have subsided. 

The venerable Bishop Payne writes, that at one Station where, for several 
years, we have had neither missionary nor teacher, he had baptized four per- 
sons, and adds : This makes eighteen adult baptisms about the Station in one of 
the most discouraging years of its history. In the same time, there have been 
nineteen confirmed, while there are several more candidates for confirmation. 
In St. Mark’s Church, Cape Palmas, on Whit Sunday, there were eighteen 
confirmed also. Mr. Minor keeps the Station at Taboo in beautiful order. He 
also keeps and supports out of his salary, fifteen dollars per month, all we 
can allow him, five boys, four of whom have been baptized and confirmed. 
Wm. Sparrow teaches these children for his food and clothing as compensa- 
tion. Our native church at this Station proposes to give what they can towards 
the support of their native minister for years. We try to impress our native 
converts that the lesson God means to teach them by the troubles in America, 
is to exert themselves for their own support and that of the Gospel in their midst, 
and they feel and acknowledge the obligation. 


EMANCIPATION IN THE WEST INDIES. 
From the Friends’ Review. 

«The great subject of emancipation in the United States is, at the present 
moment, more widely and seriously discussed throughout our Jand, from legis- 
lative hails to private hearth-stones, than at any former era in our history. At 
sich a time, it is of the utmost importance to bring prominently into view, and 
keep before the public mind, the safety and the happy results of British emanci- 
pation in the West Indies. ‘If it can be shown’ says the London * Noncon- 
formist,’ ‘that emancipation in the West Indies has not produced social and 
political calamity, but has proved to the advantage alike of master and slave, 
all idle fears as to the consequences of emancipation in America may be dis- 
missed.’ 

« An interesting article on this subject may be found in our present number 
taken from the Nonconformist.’’ 

EMANCIPATION IN THE WEST INDIES. 

‘*In 1833 the Act received the Royal assent, which decreed that slavery 
should terminate throughout the British Empire. That benificent measure, how- 
ever, did not extinguish the evil at once, but provided for its gradual cessation. 
From the first of August, 1834, there was to be an apprenticeship of six years 
for the predial, and four years for the non-predial slave, all under six years of 
age being declared entirely free on that day. The new law came into operation 
at the appointed time, and the change which transformed hundreds of thousands 
of slaves into apprenticed laborers was not only effected without bloodshed or 
disorder, but in all the colonies the behaviour of the people was most exemplary. 
Two years after there were such revelations of the violations of the new Act, 
and the cruel ties Cin ey by the planters, that the British people demanded, 4 
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with one voice, that the apprenticeship system should be done away with. I 
Parliament passed a bill for remedying the defects of existing Jaws, and pro- 

viding increased protection for the negroes ; but happily the legislatures of the M 
several islands resolved on immediate emancipation ; and even Jamaica, which - 
long held out, was obliged to follow the example of the other colonies. On the dl 
first of August, 1838, the negroes of the West Indies became a free people. 7 


The great change was effected without the slightest difficulty or disturbance. 
Even in Jamaica, where the slaves had been most cruelly treated, Sir Lionel 
Smith, the governor, refused to call out a single soldier or employ even a police- 
man. ‘The influence of the religious teachers of the people, the moral re- ro 
straints under which that people consequently exist, and the loyalty to the 
sovereign,’ he records, sufficed to preserve perfect order in the midst of this 
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great social revolution, and 800,000 slaves became freemen without a single 
breach of the peace, or the slighest sign of disturbance. 

** Has emancipation ruined or injured the West Indies? ‘ It would be difficult 
to conceive,’ says the London Review, ‘a wider contrast between the condition 
of things as the planters imagined they would be—the idleness and debauchery, 
the ruin and desolation, they were sure would follow the emancipation of the 
slaves—and those features of rural industry and domestic comfort, improving 
agriculture, and growing opulence, awakening intelligence, and moral progress 
which are exhibited in the emancipated colonies. Slavery was the destroyer, 
emancipation is the restorer. The one tended invariably through its whole 
history to impoverish and ruin ; the other has awakened industry and confi- 
dence, and laid broad and deep the foundations of lasting prosperity and wealth.’ 

** But it is alleged that the emancipated negroes are idle and unwilling to 
work. How, then, comes it that among the people who are libelled as ‘squat- 
ters’ on the land Of others there are 60,000 families all housed in their own 
cottages ; that they possess not less than 5,000 small sugar-mills for manufac- 
turing their own produce; that the accumulated property of the negroes in 
Jamaica, since emancipation, amounts to 2,358,00l. ; and three-fifths of all the 
cultivated Jand in that island is the bona fide property of the cvlored people— 
bought and paid for by their own industry? Is it a mark of indolence and 
improvidence that the negroes of Jamaica have nearly 50,000/. in the savings’ 
bank, and of their apathy that they support their own religious institutions at 
an expenditure cf many thousand pounds, besides contributing to the aid of 
foreign missions? 

** These cheering facts might be indefinitely quoted. There is abundant evi- 
dence that the West Indies are now more contented, peaceful, and prosperous 
than they ever were under the slavery regime, which nearly brought these fine 
colonies to ruin. Spite of absentee proprietors, mortgaged estates, and the 
want of capital, the West Indies are every year improving. Once move we 
quote the conclusive language of the London Review : 

‘¢ The dread of insurrection and servile war, which day and night haunted 
the colonists whilst slavery existed, has given place to a sense of perfect secu- 
rity ; so that, instead of a considerable military force, supported by formidable 
and expensive militia embodiment, to keep the slaves in awe, a few native police, 
appointed chiefly from among the peasantry themselves, are found sufficient for 
the maintenance of peace and good order. The progress of depopulation under 
slavery, which threatened to leave the islands without inhabitants, has been 
checked, and the native Creoles are rapidly increasing in number. An im- 
proved cultivation has been adopted, and machinery introduced to an extent 
never dreamed of under the old system, which, while it gives profit to the 
grower, enables him to supply the British public with sugar at about half the 
price it bore under slavery and protection. The practical atheism with which 
slavery overspread the colonies has given place to the benign and hallowing 
influences and institutions of religion. The Bible, to the slave a sealed book, 
is now open and free to the emancipated negro ; the Sabbath, of which he was 
plundered, and which, throughcut the slave islands, was desecrated as the 
market day, has been restored, and is now kept holy ; while the divine institu- 
tion of marriage, then disregarded and superseded by universal concubinage, 
is now generally honored. The revenues of all the islands have been neariy 
doubled ; a more profitable market has been opened for the employment of 
British shipping and the consumption of British manufactures, while hordes of 
wretched, discontented slaves, robbed of all human rights, ground to the dust 
by oppression and cruelty, and rapidly wasting away, have been transformed 
into a satisfied, industrious, and improving peasantry, acquiring property for 
themselves, and grateful for the advantages which the philanthropy and the 
religion of the nation have conferred upon them.” 


Five Tuovsanp Conrrasanps at Fortress Monrnoz.—The Fortress Mon- 


roe correspondent of the Philadelphia Inquirer says : 


A census of the contrabands at this point is now being taken, and it appears 
to indicate that there are about five thousand persons of color here who were 
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formerly held in bondage to labor. Over two-thirds of these are able-bodied 
men, and they are just being turned to some account by the Government, 
which employs them at every species of mechanical labor. The negroes are 
divided up into gangs of about fifty each, under the superintendence of a 
white overseer. 

The aggregate pay of the contraband is ten dollars per month, two dollars 
of which is paid to him (when he attends to his work) in cash, in four weekly 
installments of a half dollar each. Eight dollars a month is reserved by the 
Government as a contingent fund for various purposes, one of which, being 
cardinal, we may mention—namely, keeping himself and family comfortable, 
clean, happy, well fed and well clothed. 


RECEIPTS OF AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 
From the 20th of Jsnuary to the 20th of February, 1862. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. Cornwell, 83, Miss A. Hi. 

By Rev. F. Butler— litle, $1 . . 

-Amhberst—Congregational Church and New Haven—Ex- President Day . 

Society, $19, Doctor Matthias 

Spaulding, 93 years of age and a 
friend from the beginning, @3 . 


Doo- 


22 00 NEW YORK. 
By Rev. O. B. Plimpton, ($88 27.) 

Perrysburg—A. E. Graves, ® on 
sell B. Dowley, $5 . 

Simnith’s Miils—S. M. Ball . . 

Leon— Austin L. Kesoes,@i0, Aman- 
da Caston, $5, Moses and Emma- 
line Mills, $5, Anthony Day, $10, 
Harriet Buel and Pricilia Day, 
$10, Lydia M. Parks, 35, Ansel 
A. Nash, #5, Eliza M. E-varts, $5, 
Miles Maliary, $2, Edward Kirk- 
land, and mother, $1.50, Egbert 
Ostrader, $3, Jas. North, $2, Nor 


VERMONT. 
By Rev. F. Butler, ($28.) 
Chelsea—Cong. Church and Society, 
$l4 50, which and previous dona 
tions, constitute Ree. J. C. 
Heughton a Life Member 
Hartland—Cong. Church and Society 
Vermont—A Friend owes 


Pea hem—Legacy of Miss Abagail 
Chamberlain, late of Peachem, 


Vt, $509, less discount 37.50, and 
premium on draft $1.50. : 


CONNECTICUT. 
By Rev. Jno. Oreutt, (@411.) 

Hartford—Rev. W. W. Turner, Jas. 
B. Hosmer, each $50, Rev. N. 8. 
Wheaton, D. D., $30, Roland 
Mather, $20, Lucius Barbour, 
$15, D. P. Crosby, Hungerford 
and Cone, Ebenezer Flower, Mrs. 
Cc. F. Pond, 8. 8. Ward, Cash, 
Austin Dunham, H. Huntington, 
Woodruff and Beach, each $10, 
Leonard Charch, Joseph Church, 
J. W. Beach, E. N. Kellogg, C 
H. Northam, Elisha T. Smith, & 
B. Watkinson, Cash, Daniel Phil- 
lips, C. H. Brainard, Charles Hos- 
mer, Cash, James Goodwin, Mra. 
Thomas Day, Mre. C. Parsons, 
each §5,J. C. Walkley, E. Bolles, 
R. 8. seyma, H. L. Porter, 0. 
Allen, H. . Barbour, Charlies 
Benton, 8. D. Sperry, Samuel J. 
rutie, J. A. Butler, each 83, G. 
W. Corning, P. Jewell, H. W. 
Taylor, each $1 

Wi indsor—Mre. Nancy Pierson, H. s. 
Hayden, Mrs. 3. A. Tuttle, each 
$5, Dea. Morgan, Muss E. Drake, 
James Loomis, each §2, Miss 
_ Pierson, A. McCall, each 


Rocky Hine »neral Pratt, $5, Miss 
Hannah Merriam, $l. 
Cheshire—Rev. E. Ball, $5, A. E. 


363 00 


man B. Hill, aaron Erastus Went- 
worth, $1 . 

Dayton—Louisa -. Parks, $5, 4 An- 
sel A. Nash, aa es 

State City . . os es 


DISTRICT a a 
Miscellaneous, 


OHIO. 

By Rev. O. B. Plimpton, ($23.) 
Braceville—Moses L. Ovenett . 
Poland--Philip Stambough . 
Youngstown—David Hymrod, $5, Au- 

gustus and Mary Hyne, $1 each, 
$2,J.F. Barker,@l..... 


POR REPOSITORY. 


VERMONT.— Woodstock—-L er 
A. Marshe, for 1862 . 

MARYLAND. —Baltimore—Mrs. a. 
Patterson for 1861 and 1862 . . 

MISSOURI.—Paimyra—J. G. Eas- 
ton to Ist January, 1862. . 


Total Repository. . 
Donations, .. . 
Legacies, .. 
Miscelluneous, . 


Aggregate amount . 
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